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CEDAR FALLS, Iowa --'POSTVILLE: Past, Present and Future,' will be the subject of a conference/ teach-in
to take place on the University of Northern Iowa campus on Thursday and Friday, April 30-May 1.
To kick-off the event, Luis Argueta, a Guatemalan film director, will screen segments of his documentary
'AbUSed: The Postville Raid,' at 7 p.m., April 30 in Room 108 of the Communications Art Center (CAC).
The documentary portrays the events of May 12, 2008 with the Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) raid of Postville and the aftermath.
The conference will begin with a panel discussion at 9 a.m., Friday, May 1 in Russell Hall's Bengtson
Auditorium. Attendees will hear from Mark Grey, UNI professor of anthropology; Michele Devlin, UNI
associate professor of health promotion and education, and Aaron Goldsmith who will speak on the
contents of their book Postville, USA: Surviving Diversity in Small Town America, (in press).
Cooley, Sandra Rybachek of Madison, Wis., and actresses Elena Dobrila of Cedar Falls; Magda Caicedo of
Cedar Falls; Yulia Vorobyeva of Cedar Falls; Ellen Nuss of Council Bluffs and Alma de P'fl ½rez of Postville
will present, 'Nuevo Amanecer: Weaving a New Beginning?' at 4 p.m., in Room 108 of the CAC. Their
performance will include excerpts from the work in progress, which is based on testimonials from
Guatemalan women in Postville and their constructive response to the raid.
A showing of the play 'Historia de nuestras vidas,' detailing accounts of immigration, imprisonment and the
Postville raid, will take place at 7:30 p.m., in Room 108 of the CAC. The original play is performed by
Teatro lndocumentado, an ensemble of seven Guatemalan and Mexican workers arrested in the
Agriprocessors raid.
The conference will also host a range of guest speakers to discuss past and current media coverage,
recording testimonials and future archiving of information about Postville. Other guests will discuss their
perceptions of the initial impact of the raid, its continued effect on the community and Postville's future.
The purpose of the conference is to learn about exactly what happened in Postville and to involve the
community in an exploration of the cultural, legal, economic, political and psychological implications of the
raid, according to Jennifer Cooley, UNI associate professor of Spanish. The conference will also highlight
the diversity of the population of northern Iowa and will seek to engage the community in discussing the
challenges ahead as Iowa becomes part of a globalized world.
The conference is sponsored by the Iowa Center on Health Disparities, Iowa Center on Immigrant
Leadership and Integration, Center for Multicultural Education, College of Humanities and Fine Arts,
Department of Modern Languages, Graduate Student Association of Polyglots, UNI chapter of Sigma Delta
Pi (National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society), UNI Office of International Programs, UNI Study Abroad
Center and UNI Faculty Senate.
For more information, contact Cooley at (319) 273-3897 or Jennifer.Cooley@uni.edu.

